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F all the diſtinctions which have ob- 

tained among mankind, none is ſo 
important, ſo intereſting and ſo neceſſary, 
as that of the men of the world, and the 
men of God. A diſtinction which hath ex- 
iſted from the beginning; and which con- 
fiſts not in forms and appearances, but in 
reality and truth: a diſtinction which re- 
ſpects the temper of our hearts and the 
conduct of our lives. The men of the 
world are thoſe who, having received the 
ſpirit of the world, indiſcriminately con- 


form to its cuſtoms and uſages, and vehe- 


mently purſue its profits and pleaſures— 


purſue them as their portion, their heaven, 


their all. The men of God, on the other 
hand, are thoſe who, being dead to the 
world, to uſe the language of Scripture; 
are alive unto God, make his favor their 
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chief happineſs, and a conformity to his 
will, upon the nobleſt principles, their 
main concern. Now the majority lies very 


conſiderably on the ſide of the world: 


from whence it follows, that he who will 
be truly religious muſt needs be ſingular. 
And ſingularity, whatever ſubſtantial rea- 
ſons there may be to juſtify it, is a very 
diſagreeable thing; eſpecially in the preſent 
caſe, ſince human nature is in a depraved 
ſtate, and we are all unduly attached to 
ſenſible objects. To dare to be fingular in 
our opinions requires reſolution ; but to dare 
to be ſo in our practice requires ſtill more 
reſolution. To maintain the truth with 
conſtancy, amidſt the vain ſpeculations and 
ſubtile reaſonings of artful men, is hard; 
but to maintain a temper and conduct 
chaſte, ſpiritual and heavenly, amidſt the 
ſurrounding allurements of a gay and 
thoughtleſs world, is {till harder. 

Since, therefore, this is a matter of ſuch 
vaſt importance and attended with fo many 
difficulties, we need frequently be 2nimated 


to it, by all the motives which that divine 


religion we profeſs and believe ſo largely fur- 
niſhes. And ſurely it muſt be acknowledged, 
| | that 
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that this is a time wherein exhortations of 
this ſort are peculiarly ſeaſonable: a time 
of proſperity, and therefore very unfavor- 
able to religious ſingularity; and a time 
wherein many, who would think it hard 
was the ſincerity of their profeſſion called 
in queſtion, yet are not eaſily to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the world, which is at an 
irreconcileable enmity with it. If the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, amidſt the frowns of per- 
ſecution, which have a'tendency to excite 
fervor and reſolution in religion, ſtood in 
need of the caution in our text; we cer- 
tainly ſtand in greater need of it, who are 
powerfully invited into the embraces of the 
world, by the mighty charms and perſua- 
ſions of eaſe, plenty, liberty and proſperity. 
To us therefore may we conſider the Apo- 
ſtle, yea, even our Divine Maſter himſelf, 
as ſaying with pecuhar warmth and earneſt» | 
neſs —— Be not 'conformed unto this world. 
This then is the ſubje& I would now at- 
tempt to explain' and improve among you. 
And may God of his infinite mercy grant, 
that it may have its ſuitable influence on 
cach of our minds ! 
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The caution in our text very naturally 
and inſtructively follows the exhortation in 
the preceding verſe, with which the Apoſtle 


introduces the applicatory part of his epi- 


ſtle. I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a 
living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reaſonable ſervice *, Here we 


- ſee the Chriſtian perſuaded, by the divine 


mercies diſplayed in the goſpel of Jeſus, 
to make a tender of himſelf, his body and 
ſoul, his intereſts and abilities both natural 
and ſpiritual, unto God. From a man of 
the world we ſee him became a man of 
God. And how juſt, how ſeaſonable, the 
caution that follows ! And be not canformed to 
this world. To God you have ſurrendered 
£ yourſelf ; be henceforth therefore a fol- 
c lower of him, and not of the world. 
Let the time paſt of your life ſuffice you 
* to have wrought the will of the Gen- 
e tiles; and now no longer live the reſt of 
+ your time in the fleſh, to the luſts of 
«© men, but to the will of God!.“ 


Ver. 1. d 1 Pet, iu. à, 3. 


In 


A 
2 
Os 
* 
j A 
8 
0 


* 
j 4 
q Y 
, 


[3] 
In diſcourſing of the text I ſhall, 


I. Shew you what this caution of the 


Apoſtle ſuppoſes ; 


II. In a few words explain it; and, 


HI. Conſider the reaſonableneſs and * 
portance of it. 


I. What does this caution of the Apoſtle 
ſuppoſe ? It ſuppoſes — that the way, the 
manner or the courſe, of this world 1s very 
bad — that Chriſtians, nevertheleſs, are top 


prone to conform to it — and that there is 


great danger attending ſuch conduct. You 
will excuſe me, if I here inſiſt particularly 


on the two firſt of theſe, as they are conſi- 


derations which, rightly. underſtood, will 
prepare the way for what is to follow. 


Firſt, It is taken for granted that the 
way, the manner, the courſe of this world 
1s very bad, : 

And which of us is there, who knows 
any thing of the world, but will readily 
acknowledge that this is the fat? What 

4 | ſcenes + 
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ſcenes of avarice and oppreſſion, deceit and 


falſhood, malice and revenge, pride and 


vanity, vice and debauchery, does this earth- 


ly globe, yea every part of it, exhibit to our 
view ! How variouſly are the paſſions of men 


agitated! What divers characters do they 
aſſume! And what different parts do they 


act on the ſtage of life ! Some we ſee contend- 


ing for power and dominion, ſome for ho- 
nour and applauſe, ſome for wealth and 
riches, and ſome for ſenſual pleaſures and 


gratifications; and each in order to com- 


paſs his ends, exhauſting albthe force of art, 
ingenuity, attention, labour and influence, 
Here we. ſhall fee one putting on the maſk, 
of friendſhip and affection, to allure and 
deceive; another ſecretly undermining his 
neighbour's reputation and good name; 
another defrauding him of his ſubſtance, 
by open violence, by wilful perjury, or by 
private art and colluſion ; another grinding 
the poor; another courting the great 3 ano=- 
ther ſeducing the innocent; yea another, 
horrible to behold ! imbruing his hands 
in human blood. Shall I tell you of the 
thouſands ſlain in the field, to gratify the 
pride, ambition and power of princes ? 
Shall 
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Shall I deſcribe to you the flattery and 
adulation, the faithleſs vows and promiſes, 
and the numerous intrigues and policies 
which prevail in courts? Shall I ſay what 
| ſchemes are contriving, and what meaſures 
are daily executing, among men of trade 
and buſineſs, to compaſs their unlawful: de- 
ſigns and avaritious purpoſes ? Shall I point 
to the ſecret receſſes of lewdneſs and de- 
bauchery, and tell you of the wantonneſs, 
| folly and luxury that are to be found there? 
Shall T remind you of the feuds and ani- 
moſities of public bodies of men, of the 
quarrels and contentions of families, and of 
the extravagance, and paiety, the avarice 
and ſelfiſhneſs of individuals? In ſhort, 
were it in my power to lead you into the 
hearts of men, thoſe ſecret chambers of 
imagery ; to give you a hiſtory of the paſ- 
ſions, their riſe, progreſs and effect; and to 
ſhew you the abominations of fraud, per- 
fidy, diſſimulation, pride, envy, luſt, ma- 
lice and revenge, that have been perpe- 
trated on the wide theatre of this earth, 
among all ranks and orders of men, pris 
vately and openly, and under all ſhapes and 
appearances, how would you ſtand aſtoniſh- 

ed ! 
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ed !—Such then is the way of the world; 
ſuch the temper and ſpirit of the greater 
part of mankind, whatever reſtraints know- 
| ledge, education, decency and the authori- 
ty of human laws, may have in ſome in- 
ftances laid upon their conduct! But it is 
not my deſign, nor am I able, to give you 
a complete picture of the world : you have 
only the outlines of it. Vet with me ſure- 
ly you will acknowledge, from this general 
view of it, that its form is hideous and de- 
teſtable. 

And ſuch the world hath. been from the 
beginning, I mean ever fince the apoſtacy of 
our firſt parents, What a miſerable ap- 
pearance does the old world make in hiſto- 
ry! It ſtood a long while, and was very 
full of inhabitants : but we have little elſe 
told us concerning it, except its wickedneſs, 
that the wickedneſs of man was great, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
<vas only evil continually ; and again, that God 
looked upon the earth, and behold, it was cor- 
rupt ; fer all fleſh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth*®. They ſeem to have riſen to the 
_ greateſt heights of impiety n ble; vcd 


Gen. iv. 5, 12, 


PAR 
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the Apoſtle Peter calls them emphatically, 
The world of the ungodly *. And the contagion 
of vice and evil example ſeems to have taken 
a univerſal ſpread ; for it is remarkable that 
we read of but four good men . between 
Adam and Noah; and that was a period, of 
upwards of a thouſand years. The courſe 
of the world was then ſurely very bad. 

But was it better afterwards? Perhaps 
when light increaſed the manners of men 
might change; at leaſt decency and civility 
might more generally prevail. But alas 1 
we read of little of this down to the time 
of Moſes, and the erection of the Iſraelites 
into a ſeparate nation in the land of Judea. - 
And though through their means, under the 
bleſſing of God, the doctrine of morality wag 
better lined than it had been before; 
yet mankind for the ,moſt part diſcovered 
the ſame depraved diſpoſition, and ran into 
the ſame corrupt practices they had former- 
ly done. Vea the Jews themſelves, though 
diſtinguiſhed by the peculiar, advantages. of, 
a divine revelation and an extraordinary. 
providence, ſoon became.infamous for their 
pride, hypocriſy, 8 and undelief, 


* 2 Pet. ii. 9 
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So that the Pſalmiſt complained in his time, | 

that among them as well as the Gentiles, 7 
there were none righteous no not one; that D 
none ſoug ht after God, none did good, but all {3 

were gane but of the way; that their throat 

was an open fepulchre, that their tongues uſed { 
deceit, that their mouth was full of curſing and Z% 3 
their fett. faorft to ſhed blabd ; that deſtruction 1 
and miſery was in their war and the fear of 

God was not before their eyes *. 

And how it was when our Saviour appear- 

ed on the earth, both ſacred and profane 
| hiſtory largely teſtifies. The whole world, 

the Apoſtle John tells us, /ay in wickedneſs, 
overwhelmed with 1 ignorance, guilt and mi- f 
1 fery . The prince of the power of the air 
| had extended his dominion far and wide, 
= and both Jews and Gentiles were all agreed 
4 in their ſubjection to him. The like abo- 
minable and diabolical practices, though in 
ſome places perhaps more ſubtilly refined 
and cloathed in a more decent habit, every 
where prevailed. . And, whatever effect the 
Goſpel might have where it was preached, 
and however the works of the devil, the 


© Compare Rom. iii. 9.—18. with Pf. xiv. lit. &c. 


eſtabliſhed 


f 1 John v. 19, 


eſtabliſhed inſtitutions of idolatry and ſus 
perſtition, were in many countries. ſhaken 
and deſtroyed, yet, in a few countries, Satan 
ſeemed to have almoſt entirely recovered 
his former power, and thoſe very nations 
where the goſpel had been received returned 
again to his allegiance. So that for a long 
courſe of years the world was as ignorant, 
ſtupid and wicked as ever, except a ſmall 
emnant in ſome remote corners of the 
earth, who kept their garments from de- 
filement, and maintained the Goſpel in its 
genuine purity, And after this, when the 
light of the reformation ſhone upon the 
world, and apoſtolic times again returned; 
how ſoon did theſe and the other nations, 
which had reaped ſuch ſingular advantages 
from that extraordinary, I had almoſt faid 
miraculous, interpoſition of divine power 3: 
how ſoon, I ſay, did they again relapſe into 
their former evil cuſtoms and practices, 
though not into the like degree of igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition! And if we look 
around us and inquire into the preſent ſtate 
of things among us, muſt we not acknow- 
ledge that, amidſt all the light and liberty 
we enjoy, the courſe of the world is much - 
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the ſame as it hath been all along? Man- 


kind are ſtill governed by the ſame maxims, 
the ſame prejudices, the ſame paſſions. 


They are now, the generality of them, as 


ſenſual, worldly and diabolical in their tem- 
per and practice as ever. They are all 
purſuing the ſame ends, and many of them 


| ſearcely held within the bounds of decency 
even by human laws, enforced by the moſt 
ſevere ſanctions. Yea, under the maſk of 


religion, what villany and wickedneſs is per- 


petrated in our land! Such then is the 


courſe of the world, ſo it always hath been, 
ſoit is, and ſo it always will be, I fear, to 
the end. And this is what, in the firſt 
place, the text ſuppoſes, It ſuppaſes alſo, 


- Secondly, That Chriſtians are too prone 
to conform to the world. I mean not that 
good men are in any great danger of copy- 
ing after the world, in thoſe flagrant in- 
ſtances of vice which have been juſt now 
mentioned ; though even from theſe, when 
aſſaulted with ſudden and violent temptati- 
on, they had need of the grace of God to 
ſecure them. But, what I mean is an un- 
warrantable approach towards the world, an 
8 R incon» 
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inconſiderate compliance with ſuch modes 
and uſages of it as are of a finful 'and per- 
nicious tendency, and ſome taints, though 
but partial, of its defilement, and which I 
ſhall by and by more particularly explain. 
Of this evil there is great danger, and we 
cannot but be ſenſible of it from our own 
experience, and from daily Obſervation on 
thouſands around us, of whom, however, 
we would hope better things than that they 
are mere nominal profeſſors of religion. 
Now from whence does this danger ariſe, 
which gives occaſion to the caution in our 
text? Why, 

1. From that depravity of nature, which 
though in a good meaſure corrected and 
ſubdued, is common to them with others, 
There are the ſame ſeeds of folly and fin 
in Chriſtians as in the reſt of mankind; 
and they are continually ſpringing up in 
their breaſts, to the great detriment of their 
peace and comfort, and their purity and 
uſefulneſs. Which of us can fay he is 
wholly free from pride, ambition, envy, 
laſt, and other irregular inclinations? The 
grace of God does not abſolutely and en- 
tirely extirpate theſe paſſions out of the hu- 


man 
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man heart, but permits them, like the beaſts in 
Daniel, to live while it deprives them of 


their dominion. 
will be a propenſity to conform, at leaſt in 


ſome inſtances, to the world; the injurious 


effects of which we ſhall hereafter conſider. 
Great danger ariſes alſo, 

2. From tlie peculiar ſituations and con- 
nexions of fome Chriſtians. We are all 
more or leſs connected with the world, and 


with the men of it: but there are ſome 


who are obliged to converſe more intimate- 
ly with it than others. Their affairs una- 
voidably lead them into an extenſive ac- 
quaintance with the cuſtoms and manners 
of the times. T hey are under a neceſſity, 
much ſoever againſt their inclination, 
to be the ſpectators of many ſad ſcenes of 
pride, gaiety and wantonneſs, of fraud, diſ- 
ſimulation and iniquity, And, as the heart 
of man is deceitful above all things and 
defperately wicked, it is ever in danger of 
catching fire from the ſparks of ſin thus 
continually flying around it. They who 
live therefore in the midſt of a perverſe and 
adulterous generation, had need uſe great 


caution to keep their garments from defile- 


meat. 3. Good- 


ys. 


And of conſequence there 
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z. Good- nature proves alſo a. ſnare to 
many, and is a juſt ground for the caution 
in the text. A free, courteous, affable be- 
haviour is very commendable, and not a 
little ornamental to religion. Nay religion 
teaches it: it forbids moroſeneſs and ſeye- 
rity, and warmly inculcates a ſpirit of ge- 
neroſity, kindneſs and love. But then it 
often happens, that as good- nature and 
complaiſance, when carried to an exceſs, 
make a very near approach to infincerity 
and diſhoneſty, ſo they betray perſons into 
undue compliances with the world. How 
many, through eaſineſs of temper, have 
ſacrificed their immortal ſouls as well as 
their temporal intereſts, to a fond defire of 
pleaſing men, and of being upon fair terms 
with the world! Their good- nature hath 
robbed them of their reſolution, and ſo laid 
them open, thus defenceleſs, to the ſudden 


attack of every little temptation. Indeed 


the grace of God, where it hath taken 
poſſeſſion of the heart, will lay ſuch re- 
ſtraints upon natural temper as to ſecure it 
from theſe very dangerous exceſſes. But 
ſtill there are many inſtances wherein good 
men themſelves, through a fear of offend- 

ing 
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ing, and ah unwillingneſs to contradict, have 
unhappily been guilty of compliances very 
unbecoming their character. There are 
ſeaſons when it is our indiſpenſable duty 
boldly to affert the cauſe we profeſs, and 


with ſteadineſs to oppoſe the folly and wan- 


tonneſs of others. But how apt are we on 
theſe occaſions to yield, if not to conſide- 
rations of worldly prudence and policy, 
yet to the dictates of falſe tenderneſs and 
a diſinclination to give pain! Good- nature 
therefore ſhould be watched, leſt it become 
an occaſion of undue conformity to the 
world. To which I will add what is pretty 


neat a-kin to it, and that is, 


4. A diſlike of /ingularity, This is what 
I hinted at in the beginning of this diſcourſe. 
It is hard to row againſt the ſtream, hard for 
one to contend with a thouſand. We are 
not eaſily perſuaded to oppoſe popular no- 
tions, much leſs popular practices. So we 


either perſuade ourſelves, though very falſe- 
ly, that the right is on the fide of the mul- 


titude, and that- if we are with them we 
ſhall do as well as they: or elfe to avoid 
the charge of preciſeneſs, we keep our re- 
ligion as much as we can to ourſelves, ang 
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vo to the utmoſt limits conſcience will al- 
low us in our conformity to the opinions 
and manners of thoſe around us. A means 
neſs this unworthy of the brave and ſpirited 
character of a genuine Chriſtian! - A propen- 
ſity, however, to it is a ground of the caution 


in our text.—Thus you ſee how we become 


liable to be drawn into an unreaſonable and 
ſinful conformity to the world. Again, 


Thirdly, . The caution ſuppoſes danger 
in ſuch a conformity. And indeed the 
danger is very great, much greater than, 
I fear, the generality of Chriſtians ima- 
gine. But I forbear to point out the miſ- 
chief of it in this place, as that will be 
more properly my buſineſs by and by. 

Thus have we gone through the firſt 
head of diſcourſe, which was to ſhew what 
this caution of the Apoſtle ſuppoſes. It 
ſuppoſes — that the world, that is, the 
courſe or manner of it, is very bad — that 
even Chriſtians themſelves are liable to be 
drawn into undue compliances with it ; 
which is the effect of the remaining de- 
pravity of their nature; of the particular 
itations of life which ſome of them fill; 
of eaſineſs of natural temper; and of an 
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averſion to ſingularity. And then it further 


ſuppoles—the danger of this conformity to 
be very great. We proeced now, 


2 


II. To explain the caution, and to ſhew 
in what ſenſe a Chriſtian may, and in what 


he may not conform to the world. 


Firſt, There are ſome inſtances wherein it 
is very allowable, nay it is the Chriſtian's 
duty, to conform to the world. 

1. In general, to accommodate ourſelves 
to the underſtandings and tempers of man- 
kind is certainly very right, provided we 
do not ſacrifice truth and conſcience to ſuch 
a conformity. This is what we call good 
nature, which when carried to exceſs, as I 
have juſt now ſhewn you, is a great evil, 


but when held under due reftraints, is 


highly commendable. Surely no one will 
be ſo mad as to ſay, that religion requires 
us to be ill-natured. I know there are 
fome who under pretence of extraordinary 
piety, aſſume a ſevere, moroſe, gloomy 
countenance, and take upon them to quar- 
rel with all around them. But this is a 
conduct by no means to be juſtified: on the 
contrary it is very indecent, and hath done 
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great injury to real religion. It is poſſt- 
ble indeed ſuch an appearance and behavi- 
our may in ſome inſtances be natural and 
conſtitutional : and, where this is the caſe, it 
ſhould be the buſineſs of religion to reſtrain 


and correct it. The fame Apoſtle, who diſ- 


ſuades us from being conformed to the world, 
bids us be kind one to another *; and, in this 
very chapter, exhorts us to be of the ſame mind 


one towards another, and to condeſcend to men 


of low eflate*: And another Apoſtle admo- 


niſhes us to be courteous, that is, affable and 


obliging *. And ſurely affability, as it is a 
part of moral virtue, very well conſiſts with 
Chriſtianity, nay is heightned and improv- 
ed by it. For what hath ſuch a mighty 
tendency to ſoften the heart, and to prompt 
men to an agreeable obliging carriage to- 
wards each other, as the grace and love, 
the benignity and kindneſs which breathe 
through the goſpel ? Much of this was ſeen 
in our bleſſed Saviour: and whoever is ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory and writings of 
the Apoſtle Pau}, muſt acknowledge that it 
was in his very nature; and that it ſhewed 


itſelf on all proper occaſions, to the honour | 


of that divine religion he profeſſed. And fo, 
s Eph. iv. 32. h Verſe 16. 1 11Pet, iii, 8. 
| D 2 4. 
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2. It is very allowable to conform to the in- 


different cuſtoms and uſages of the country 


where we dwell. Some indeed have made re- 


ligion to conſiſt very much in dreſs, and have 


inſiſted that Chriſtians ſhould diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by a remarkable plainneſs and 
peculiarity of habit. But there ſeems no 
juſt ground for this either in reaſon or in 
the word of God. Every one's dreſs ſhould 
be agreeable to his rank; and when we go 
beyond that, we violate the rules of de- 
cency, and conſequently of religion. There 
are alſo ſome faſhions ſo vain and fooliſh, I 
had almoſt ſaid immodeſt, that a giddy 
compliance with them is moſt certainly a 
high affront to that ſobriety, which the pro- 
feſſion of the goſpel teaches and enjoins. And 
I wiſh there was no ground for complaints 
of this ſort among ſothe who call theniſelves 
Chriſtians. But a remarkable ſingularity 
in our outward appearance is as unbecom- 
ing, as extravagance the other way; ſince 
it favors of vanity and affectation, and leads 
perſons to imagine that religion conſiſts in 
what is wholly foreign to it. Our Saviour 
took great pains to correct miſtakes of this 
ſort among the Jews, and to ſhew that the 
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fingularities of the Phariſees were very of- 


fenſive in the fight of God, as they were 
manifeſtly the effect of pride and oſtentation. 
We may, we ought then to conform to the 
world in thoſe civil uſages and cuſtoms, 
whether of dreſs or behaviour, which are in 
theraſelves decent, and which are wholly 
indifferent and unexceptionable. 

And here a queſtion arifes with reſpect to 
rites and ceremonies in matters of religion, 
Are we to conform to ſuch rites, I mean, 
to thoſe which are merely of human ap- 
pointment ? The anſwer 1s, I think, very 
natural and reaſonable, We are not. Chriſt 
alone is king in his church. He hath 
inſtituted ſuch ordinances and forms of 
worſhip, as he hath judged fit and neceſ- 
ſary. And to add to them ſeems at leaſt 
to carry in it an imputation on his wiſdom 
and authority: and it hath this, I think, un- 
anſwerable objection to it, that it opens the 
door to a thouſand innovations (as the hiſ- 
tory of the church of Rome hath ſufficient- 
ly ſhewn) which are not only indifferent in 
themſelves, but highly abſurd and extremely 
detrimental to religion. Beſides, if there 
were nothing elfe to be faid againſt ſuch a 

con- 
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conformity, this I think muſt have great 
weight with a conſiderate mind, that when 
things. indifferent come to be impoſed and 
made neceflary, they loſe their very nature, 
and are moſt juſtly exceptionable. | 
A conformity then to the tempers of 
mankind, and to the cuſtoms and uſages of 
the country where we dwell, as far as it 
will conſiſt with decency and a good con- 
ſcience, is certainly both allowable and com- 


mendable: and that for this reaſon, not 


only becauſe it is fit in itſelf, but becauſe 


nt the better enables a Chriſtian to be uſeful 


in ſociety and to promote the real intereſts 
of religion. It was expreſsly with this view 
that the Apoſtle ated when, as he tells us, 
be became all things to all men, that he might 


by all means ſave fome Aut it is time I now 


come to ſhew you, 


Secondly, In what ſenſes we ought not 
to conform to the world. 
Nov this caution hath a further view, than 
merely to reſtrain us from thoſe notoriouſly 
vicious and abominable practices, which were 
mentioned at the beginning of this diſcourſe: 
for ſuch practices are diametrically oppoſite to 


k 1 Cor. ix. 22. 


: | the 


35 
the Chriſtian doctrine and profeſſion ; and he 
© who immerges himſelf into them is con- 
feſſedly no Chriſtian, and comes more pro- 
perly under the denomination of a man 
the world, than of one who conforms to it. 
The ſpirit of the world is in him, and hath a 
commanding influence on the general courſe 
of his life. The meaning of the text therefore 
is, that we ſhoud bear no reſemblance to 
the world, ſhould not be at all faſhioned ac- 
cording to it, as the original word is elſe- 
where rendered, that we ſhould keep at a 
diſtance from the world in our principles, 
{ſpirit and conduct — that we ſhould not 
adopt its falſe maxims and reaſonings — 
that we ſhould not covet its honours, riches 
and pleaſures — that we ſhould not affect 
to be thought men of the world, ſtudiouſſy 
endeavour to accommodate ourſelves to it, 
or aim to be held in eſteem and reputation 
by it — that we ſhould not imitate the world 
in a vain, fooliſh, ſenſual temper; in an idle, 
frothy, unprofitable converſation ; and much 
leſs in a looſe, irregular, diforderly behavi- 
our — that we ſhould connect ourſelves as 
little as may be with the world, abſtain 


i gugnpalifeos 1 Pet. i, 14. | 
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from all appearance of evil, and keep our 
garments, if poſſible, from all defile- 
ment, pure and unſpotted. — Such is the 
general ſenſe of the caution: in the text. 
And from hence it follows, that there is 
good ground for the diſtinction the Apoſtle 
elſewhere obſerves between the ideas of 
Lawfulneſs and Expediency n. There are 
a thouſand things in the world, in the tem- 
pers, cuſtoms and manners of mankind, 
which, however innocent in themſelves, are 
unbecoming a Chriſtian ; and theſe ſurely 
it is his wiſdom and duty to avaid. Here I 
might mention many kinds of amuſements, 
which, though generally practiſed and not 
_ abſolutely criminal, yet are vain trifling 
and unmanly, and therefore unchriſtian : 
amuſements which tend to enervate the 
mind, diſſipate the paſſions, and cool the 
heart to the nobler exerciſes and enjoyments 


of religion; and to which there is this fur- 


ther unanſwerable objection, that however 
we might not ourſelves ſuffer materially by 
them, yet our example would have a very 
ill effect upon others. In reſpect, there- 
tore, of all thele matters, it 1s the language 
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of the text, Be not conformed to the world. 
F. rom whence 1 now go * 


ni. To ber you; as was propoſed; My 
reaſonableneſs and importance of chis cau- 
tion. 


It is a caution given us by an inſpired 
Apoſtle; an Apoſtle who had a large ac- 
quaintance with the world, who well un- 
derſtoad mankind, who entered thoroughly 
into the ſecret operations and feelings of 
the human heart, and was no ſtranger to 
the imperfections of the beſt of men, or to 
the various and powerful temptations with 
which they are encompaſſed on every fide, 
It is a caution, I will add, given us by a 
man endowed with a prophetic ſpirit, and 
who clearly foreſaw what mighty oppoſition 
the world would make in future times, as 
well as in the infancy of the church, to the 
Chriſtian doctrine and profeſſion. We are 
to conſider him therefore, as preſſing this 
advice upon us with the ſame earneſtneſs as 
upon the Romans, And there is the greater 
reaſon for this, as our ſituation is fo ſimilar 
to theirs who were inhabitants of the faireſt, 
wealthieſt and politeſt city in the whole 
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world, and therefare expoſed to greater dane, F 


ger than moſt other Chriſtians. You will 


allow me then to enforce the exhortation 


with ſome ſuitable motives. And here 1 
would remind you, 


1. Of what hath been already granted, 
that this is a very unfit world for a 9 
fo conform to. 

What kind of world it is you have 
ſeen. It hath been painted in its true 


colours, though not with all the ſhades 


that might have been caſt upon it, nor in 
all the deteſtable forms it might have been 
repreſented. Look around you and behold 
the pride, luxury, avarice, fraud, cruelty, 
and other ſenſual and diabolical vices and 


practices which prevail among mankind ; 


and fay, whether a Chriſtian, inſtead of 
conforming to the world, ought not to 
ſhun it as his greateſt enemy. How oppo- 
ſite is the general courſe of the world to 
the doctilne, ſpirit and profeſſion of the 
goſpel! Can you conceive of two greater 
contrarieties in nature? Do not the Scrip- 
tures ever ſet the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
that of the world, in oppoſition to each 
other? Is not the God of this world, the 


deter- 


t 27 ] 
determined, the avowed oppoſer of Chriſt 
And his goſpel? Are not the people of God 
always repreſented as a body diſtinct and 
"ſeparate froth the world? Was it not the 
profeſſed defign of our Saviout's incarna- 
tion and death to redeem them from this 
Preſent evil world? And is it not on account 
of their different natures, diſpoſitions, ten- 
dencies and intereſts, that the world is every 
where repreſented as hating and perſecut- 
ing them who fear God Shall a Chriſtian 
then conform to this world? Shall he pay 
his devotion to it? Shall he court its friend- 
"ſhip? Shall he imitate it? Shall he affect a 
'fimilarity to it? No ſurely. For what * 
loꝛuſbip hath ri ighteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs? 
And what comtnunton hath light with dark- 
"neſs ? And what concord hath Chriſt with 
"Behal? Or what part hath he that believeth 
" avith an infidel? And what ' agreement hath 
"the temple of God with idols" 8 . © 


* 
* 


2. As the courſe of this world is bad, 
and therefore in its own nature very unfit 
for a Chriſtian to conform to; ſo a confor- 
mity to it, even in a ſmall degree, is of 
very hurtful and dangerous conſequence. 

5 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 16, 
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Tei is a paſſage that may well make the hearts 
of many under a profeſſion of religion, trem- 
ble: MWheſoever will be a Jried a. the 
world, is the enemy of Gd. Would to 


_ God that men would eonſider it, that they 
would lay it to heart! How many immor- 


tal ſouls have been Py away 
into wretched captivity to this proud, this 


eruel uſurper! Vea, how many have not 


only been caſt down and wounded, but to- 
tally ruined and undone by his rage and 
malice! What a ſad liſt do the Scriptures 
Pfeſent. us with of ſome ſach perſons in the 
primitive times! I might tell you of Demas, 
who, having loved this. prefent world”, for- 
ſook the Apoſtle, and it is probable his 
profeſſion too: and of many others, who 
through the ſame cauſe, „ll into temptdtion, 
and a. ſnare, and into various fooliſh and hurt-- 
ful luſis which (drown men in deftruttion and 
perdition \. 

And as thus the mere nominal pro- 


feſſor of religion hath- been ſubdued and 
conquered by the world; ſo the people of 


| God themſelves have, many of them, receiv- 
cd no ſmall injury from it. By a 'partiab 
| conformity to the world they have loſt much 
2.0 James iv. 4, P 2 Tim. iv. 19, 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
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of the ſpirit and pleaſure of un of 
ſtructed their üſefulneſo, dilgraced their 
character, and Pierced themſelves through 
with many ſorrows. If it be difficult for- 
the Chriſtian whoſe ſituation obliges him 
to converſe with the world, to keep alive 
in his heart that divine fire which the grace 


of God hath kindled there; how muſt the 
flame languith in his breaft, who unneceſſa- 


ri precipitates himſelf into connections 
that are vain and fooliſh, if not abſolutely 
immoral and ſinful! Would you frame a 


jut idea of the unhappy condition of that 


man? Enter into his heart, and fee how 
barren and unfruitful it is. There, where 
holy deſires and 4 affections once 


prevailed, little elſe is to be found but 


anxiety and care, or wantonneſs and folly. 


Go with him into his retirements, and ob- 
ſerve how careleſsly the private duties of 


religion are performed, if not wholly ne- 
glected. Follow him into the family where 
he lives, and the company he keeps, and 


tell us how vain, thoughtleſs and unprofit- 


Ale is the, general courſe of his converſa- 


But, in order yet further to-impreſs 


| —_ mind with his folly, guilt and miſery, 
view him on his return to God, well con- 


ſider 


— —— 


* 


= "F229 a 
2 4 Cones” +.) an YZ 3 n 1 1 
— 7 —— oy * — HIT! * 2 
— = b 2: — > 
w — 323 p * — — vn &- 
- iO « - — 


Sad. 
3 
LS 

s, r 
2 


— —hd 


r 
— — — — > —— -— — 


re — — 
8 
2 


— Aw 
* 2 
— — 
— mg hs + — res 
- — CES KNEES 


— = 
—— IR — — 


—U— — — — 


— 

3 por 
* s * » - * Wi 
* — — Jp 

as DRESS wt oo» 
— 


* 


2 . . 
—— : O_o 


— w___ a — — 


2 — 


1 - — 
A 


5 1 
— ä 
— — 


moſt ſoul. 


with him feel them; and then ſay, how evil 
and bitter a thing it is to forſake God, and to 
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fider the bitter. pangs his heart * and 


the ſorrowful ſighs that ariſe from his i in- 
Let theſe be imagined—O ! 


| conform to the world. Ly have not received, 


Chriſtians, the ſpirit of the world, but the 
Jpirit which i # of God". 


how ye grieve the Holy Spirit ; whereby ye 
are © unto the day of e. Again, 


3. Conformity tothe world 1s moſt un- 


reaſonable in a Chriſtian, as it adds weight 
and influence to the world, and tends great- | 


ly to promote its intereſts among mankind. 
This fair and enchanting idol, the world, 


hath many votaries, who daily ſacrifice at 


her altar, and pay homage at her feet. 


Their number is far greater than that of 
the worſhippers of the living God; and, 
though the cauſe is bad, their zeal to pro- 
' mote it far exceeds that of multitudes who 
. profeſs the true religion. 
acceptable ſervice, Chriſtian, can you offer 
to this falſe deity, than by admitting of an 


Now, what more 


intercommunity of worſhip with theſe her 


blind and miſerable vdtaries, that! is, by con- 


r 1 Cor. ii. 12. Eph. i iv. 30. 


forming 


Take heed therefore 
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forming to the world in the manner I have 
repreſented ? And will you thus give coun- 
tenance to a kind of idolatry the moſt dif- 
honourable to God, and of the moſt per- 
nicious tendency to men? Will you thus 
ſtrengthen the intereſts, and gratify the ma- 
lice of Satan the prince of darkneſs? Will 
you thus affront your Almighty Saviour, 
who, 'with his own moſt precious blood,. 
hath redeemed you from your vain conver- 
fation received by tradition from your fa- 
thers*? Will you thus wound the hearts, and 
weaken the hands of your fellow-diſciples ? 
In fine, will you thus become acceſſories to 
the ruin of thouſands around you? Far be 
it from you. This were a conduct moſt 
abſurd, diſingenuous and ungrateful in you, 
who are ſo highly indebted to the grace of 
God, and have ſuch bright and glorious 
proſpects before you, — To conform to the 
world, I will add, 


4. Is to violate the expreſs precepts, and 


to 8 from the moſt illuſtrious exam- 
| ples, recorded in the book of God. 


When the Apoſtle had been diſſuading 


the Corinthians from this conduct, in a 


NY Pet, i. 18. | 


3 paſſage 


a t 85 
paſſage already cited, and repreſenting the 
manifeſt abſurdity and danger of it; he im- 
mediately ſubjoins this authoritative com- 
mand, with a moſt gracious and alluring 


promiſe annexed to it: Wherefore come out 


from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 
Lord, and tauch not the unclean thing ; and 


. I will receive you, and will be a Father unto 


You, and ye ſhall be my fons and daughters, 


faith the Lord Almighty *. To this ſame com- 


mand Enoch, Noah, Lot, Moſes, and a cloud 
of other witneſſes, whoſe names are enrol- 
led in the ſacred volume, were obedient, 
Inſtructed in the knowledge of the true 
God, animated by the exalted hope of his 
"favour through the Meſſiah, and ſteeled 
with that divine fortitude which his grace 


inſpires, they dared to be fingular, Neither 


the frowns nor the flatteries of the world 
could ſubdue them. They endured, ſeeing 
bim abo is invifible ; and, having reſpect to the 
recompence of reward, choſe rather to ſil Her 
affliftion with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin for a Seaſon * „Here I 
might alſo hold up to your view the cha- 
racters and lives of the Apoſtles and primi- 


tive Chriſtians, and what is infinitely more | 


t 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. Y Heb. xi, 25, 26, 27. 
animating, 


. 
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animating, the bright and perfect pattern of 
the Son of God himſelf: — But I forbear. 
It ſhall ſuffice to obſerve, 

E 

5. And laſtly, That we are obliged by 
our own profeſſion and vows to pay a due 
regard to this Apoſtolic caution. 

When we firſt put on Chriſt by baptiſm, 
we ſolemnly renounced the world with 
all its pomps and vanities. And this was 
done by you, my friends, to whom I more 
immediately addreſs myſelf, in your own 
perſons, and not by the medium of ſpon- 
ſors; in your riper years, and not in in- 
fancy, when you were utterly incapable of 
vows and promiſes, It was done delibe- 


rately, and, I truſt, under a full conviction 


that it was both your duty and intereſt 
thus to yield yourſelves to God. And this 
your baptiſmal yow hath been often re- 
newed at the table of Chriſt, and in other 
ſolemn acts of religious worſhip. Take 


haeed then how you violate ſuch engage- 


ments. To fall into practices groſsly im- 
moral and vicious, would be baſe and perfidi- 
ous indeed! At the very thought of ſuch con- 


duct you tremble. Remember then that a 


F con- 


ny 
OE WAGE - - 


a . "x; 
E 
"- 2 
* 4 
2 be 332 
= 2 r= 2 . 
— — — — ——— — + ———_ — 


. 3 —— 
—— _— — 
22 — 

o 
nn 


* — 3 
—— — — 
— ” — 
. a Pe” Ev," 1 


— 
— — 
5 — 


2 = 
— _—_ * 


* 


— 


ky — 


? 22 2 ; yt > — — — rol 
A SUE EEE CO . ˙ 8 are RS" A — 
- _— 4 . "__ - g * 2 — 
— 2 deb 2D — —— OG. 22 — — — > _ — — — 
9 —_— —_— — * * . 2 
— 2222 Cana 3 — A r 


14 1 


conformity to the world in theſe leſſer ins 
ſtances which have been mentioned, is an 
approach towards that guilt you ſo much 
abhor and * From this topic the 


Apoſtle reaſons with theſe very Romans, 


to whom he addreſſes the caution in our 
text, Know ye not, that ſo many of us as 
were baptized into Feſus Chriſt, were bap- 


tied into his death? Therefore we are bu- 


ried with him by baptiſm into death that 
like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even ſo we a Yo 
ſhould walk in newneſs of li fe". 


Thus have I laid before you the grounds 
of this moſt important and intereſting ad- 
vice in the text. And what remains now, 
but that I cxhort you and myſelf with. 
great earneſtneſs and affettion, to carry it 


into practice? Let me then addreſs all thoſe 


divine feclings which are peculiar to you 
as the diſciples of Jeſus, and the poſſeſ- 
ſors of his grace—your zeal for the glory 
of God—your love to your Almighty Sa- 
viour—your jealouſy for. the honour of re- 
ligion your generous concern for the real 
welfare of mankind — and your ardent 
v Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
/ 2 5 withes 
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3 

wiſhes for your own happineſs. By theſe, 

by each of theſe, by all theſe conſidera- 

tions, let me beſeech you, brethren, as ye 
have preſented yourſelves to God a living 
and holy ſacrifice, that ye would no lon- 
ger be conformed to the world, but be tranſ= 
formed by the renewing of your mind. What 

| objection can you have to fo reaſonable an 

\ exhortation? I know of but one; and it 

would be as great a reflection upon your 

underſtanding as upon your piety, to ſup- 
poſe it will have any great weight with 
you. It is the charge of preciſeneſs and 
ſingularity — a charge that will do you real 
honour. Your Maſter endured it be= 

* fore you, and was nobly ſuperior to it. 

Be ye therefore followers of him. And as 
he hath required you, at the peril of his 
diſpleaſure, which you of all things dread, 
to deny yourſelves and take up your croſs * 5 
O! be obedient to the divine command. 

- And, that you may the more eaſily com- 
bat the difficulties which lie in the way 
of your duty, let me further intreat you— 
to revolve ſeriouſly in your breaſts the 
conſiderations that have been offered — to 


detach yourſelves from all unneceſſary con- 
* Mat. xvi. 24- | 


nexions 


* 
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your companions — to cry mightily to God 
for the ſeaſonable reſtraints and influences 
of his grace — and to comfort yourſelves 
with the animating proſpect of that future 
bappy world, where you, with all the ex- 
Fellen of the earth, ſhall ſee God, be like 


him, and enjoy him for ever. 
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